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Inspired by the tradition of  Sherlock Holmes, A Capacity for Evil is classic 
detective tale, based on an original story written by the composer and his 
dear friend,  John Riesen. The opera follows a group of  friends working 
to unravel a series of  grisly murders occurring on New Year’s Eve. As 
tensions rise and time runs short, the bonds between the friends are 
tested - the limits of  human compassion and trust tried against the dark 
ordeals of  an imperceptible murderer. 

 A Capacity for Evil was selected as a winner of  the 2017 Frontiers 
Competition, where scenes from Act II were presented by Fort Worth 

Opera, as a part of  their 2017 Opera Festival. 

The opera was premiered by Opera MODO, September 28, 2018,  
in Detroit, Michigan. 
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*This version of the aria has a simplified piano part in some places, to allow for easier use

  as an audition aria.
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